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service. We wish you the best in your retire-
ment. Thank you.
f
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Thursday, April 30, 1998

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to salute
Mr. Len Sherry of Danvers, Massachusetts
who is retiring from the town’s Housing Au-
thority Board after more than 20 years of de-
voted service, having served 14 years as its
Chairman.

During his tenure on the Housing Authority
Board, Mr. Sherry was a leader in persuading
the community at large of its obligation to pro-
vide much needed support for housing pro-
grams, and his efforts resulted in the addition
of elderly and family units to Danvers’ housing
stock. Mr. Sherry was also instrumental in the
expansion of rental assistance and commu-
nity-residence programs.

Those who worked at and were served by
the Danvers Housing Authority were not the
only ones to benefit from Mr. Sherry’s commu-
nity spirit. He was also a Town-meeting mem-
ber, school committeeman, Little League
coach and Sunday school teacher. He used
his skills as a communicator to promote part-
nerships within the community that served to
better the lives of everyone. Very few, if any,
people in Danvers have not been touched in
some way by Len Sherry.

Indeed, Mr. Sherry has been an inspiration
to his friends and family. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to stand here to recognize the accom-
plishments of Len Sherry; his dedication to the
Town of Danvers is to be commended. I hope
my colleagues will join with me today in wish-
ing Mr. Sherry the very best as he begins his
retirement.
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I wish to
say a few words in tribute to John Ryland Ed-
wards, a superb soldier and educator, who is
retiring after 22 years of service to Wentworth
Military Academy.

Born in Lexington, MO, John Edwards grad-
uated from the University of Missouri with a
BS in Education. In 1955, he became a teach-
er and coach at Henrietta, MO, High School,
but joined the United States Army one year
later. From 1956 to 1976, Mr. Edwards served
his country in the U.S. Army while stationed in
Texas, Alaska, Colorado, Indiana, Washing-
ton, DC, Vietnam, and Okinawa. During his
tenure in the Army, he worked as an Adjutant
General Corps Sports Director, an Assistant
Army Service Officer, a Special Service Offi-
cer, an Administrative Officer, a Recreational
Services Officer, an Adjutant General, the Di-
rector of Armed Forces Professional Entertain-
ment Office, Army Project Officer for the Presi-
dential Reception honoring Vietnam veterans,
Director of U.S. Army Sports Program, Officer

in Charge of U.S. Armed Forces basketball
team, and the Army Representative to the
1976 Olympics. John Edwards retired from ac-
tive duty in 1976, with the Legion of Merit
award, a Bronze Star, Meritorious Service
Medal (with Oak Leaf Cluster), Air Medal,
Army Commendation Medal (with two Oak
Leaf Clusters), National Defense Service
Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, and the Viet-
nam Campaign Medal.

Following his active duty career, John Ed-
wards moved back to his hometown of Lexing-
ton, MO, to serve at Wentworth Military Acad-
emy. During his 22-year tenure at Wentworth,
John served as Operations Officer, Special
Events Coordinator, Project Officer, Athletic
Director and basketball coach, Alumni Direc-
tor, Adult Education Director, and Interim Su-
perintendent. John has provided superior lead-
ership at Wentworth, and has worked with
every department on campus. He served as
the man behind the scenes who made every
event work with precision.

In addition to his military career, John Ed-
wards has participated in many community ac-
tivities. He is a member of the Lexington, MO,
Lions Club, Lafayette Regional Health Center
Board of Trustees, Lexington Area Chamber
of Commerce Board (serving as President for
one term), Lafayette County Health Depart-
ment Board, and Member of Turners. He has
received the Melvin Jones Fellow Award and
Lion of the Year Award, as well as the Lexing-
ton Outstanding Leadership Award.

Mr. Speaker, I am certain that my col-
leagues will join me in paying tribute to John
Ryland Edwards, an outstanding Missourian.
His career in the United States Army and at
Wentworth Military Academy, combined with
superb community service, make him a role
model for young military and civic leaders.
f
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Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
call to your attention Walter Hoffman of
Wayne, New Jersey, who is being honored by
the Wayne Democratic Organization.

Walt was born in Newark, New Jersey on
December 21, 1924. He was raised in Glen
Ridge and East Orange, and was active in
scouting activities, including Assistant Scout
Master and Explorer Adviser. Walt was also
co-captain of his high school’s track team.

Walt is a Marine Corps veteran, having
served his country during World War II in the
Pacific Threatre of Operations from 1943 to
1946. Upon leaving the Marines, Walt at-
tended the University of Michigan where he
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political
Science in 1948. Pursuing a career in law, he
attended the University of Chicago Law
School and earned his J.D. in 1950. He was
also Associate Editor of the law school’s Law
Review.

Walt has an accomplished and distinguished
career in both law and public service. He was
a trial attorney for the National Labor Rela-
tions Board in 1951 and a staff attorney for
the House Ways and Means Subcommittee In-
vestigating Administration of Internal Revenue
Laws from 1951–52. From 1955 to 1985, Walt

sought out the private practice of law and was
a senior partner in his own firm for 26 of those
years. During this time, however, he still re-
mained active in public matters. Walt served
as Chair of the Arms Control and Disar-
mament Committee and Vice-Chair of the
International Courts Committee from 1974–78.
He was founder and Executive Vice-President
of the Campaign for United Nations Reform
from 1975–91 and Executive Director and Ex-
ecutive Vice-President of the World Federalist
Association from 1985–93. Walt also was ap-
pointed by House Speaker Thomas Foley to
the United States Commission on Improving
the Effectiveness of the United Nations, serv-
ing from 1992–93, Chair of the International
Organizations Interest Group from 1995–96,
and President of the Center for U.N. Reform
Education from 1993–96.

In addition to his vast experience in govern-
mental affairs, Walt also has a strong teaching
background. He has taught courses on Politi-
cal Science, American Government, Political
Theory, and Law at such institutions as Wil-
liam Paterson College and Ramapo College.
Currently he is an Adjunct Professor of Amer-
ican and International Studies at both Ramapo
College and William Paterson University. Walt
is also serving as Legal Counsel to the World
Federalist Association and Treasurer of the
Center for U.N. Reform Education.

Walt has also been active politically, having
served as Councilman for the Township of
Wayne from 1964–71. He was also a Demo-
cratic candidate for Mayor in Wayne as well
as the State Assembly, and served in numer-
ous capacities for Presidential candidates Eu-
gene McCarthy and Norman Cousins.

Walt is married to the former Lois Johnson,
and together they will celebrate their 50th
Wedding Anniversary this June. They have
three adult children: Anne Ferruggio, who is
Minister of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
in Allentown, PA; Laura Calixte, who is the
Chief Window Clerk at the Pequannock Post
Office; and Charles Hoffman, who is a mort-
gage banker with Northwest Mortgage Com-
pany. Walt and Lois also have three grand-
children: Sylvianne Calixte, who is a student at
William Paterson and Raymond and Gregory
Hoffman, who are in the 4th and 1st grades
respectively, in Havertown, PA.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me, our col-
leagues, Walt’s family and friends, and the
Township of Wayne in recognizing Walter
Hoffman’s many outstanding and invaluable
contributions to our society as he is being
honored this evening by the Wayne Demo-
cratic Organization.
f
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Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the career of a respected and admired
public servant from Florida: The Honorable
Jack Tobin. Representative Tobin recently an-
nounced his retirement from the Florida House
of Representatives.

Representative Tobin, who represents parts
of Broward County, has served in the state
legislature since 1983. During his sixteen
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